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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 
Department for the Aging 
Jay W. DeBoer, J.D., Commissioner 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Executive Directors 
 Area Agencies on Aging 
 
FROM: Ellen Nau, Human Services Program Coordinator 
 
DATE: September 30, 2003 
 
SUBJECT: National Family Caregiver Support Program Training  
 
On Tuesday, October 21, 2003, there will be training for National Family Caregiver 
Support Program Staff.  Among the featured presenters will be Jane Ward-Solomon of 
the Department for the Blind and Visually Impaired who will discuss the NASUA 
document, Serving Older Persons with Visual Impairments and Their Caregivers; Faye 
Cates of VDA who will discuss the Male Caregivers Grant; Senior Connections, Capital 
Area Agency on Aging National Family Caregiver Support Program and, Fairfax County 
Area Agency on Aging National Family Caregiver Support Program.  A viewing and 
evaluation of the Easter Seals (AoA funded) video on Transportation Solutions for 
Caregivers: A Starting Point; a report on the AoA Creating Caring Communities Summit 
and a sharing of ideas and programs on National Family Caregiver Support Month will 
also be included in the training. 
 
I was notified today that the large training room I had reserved in July is needed by its 
own agency.  Unless I am able to locate a larger meeting space, registration will be 
limited to one program staff per agency unless you are an Area Agency on Aging giving 
a presentation, then, of course, bring staff necessary for your training session.  I have 
reserved the VDA conference room for the training but will continue to pursue other 
larger venues.  Do to speaker availability, I hesitate to change meeting dates!  I will 
keep you apprised of the situation! 
 
Please complete the attached registration and lunch order form and send it with your 
check for lunch to Ellen Nau, Virginia Department for the Aging, 1600 Forest Avenue, 
Richmond, VA 23229 by Thursday, October 16, 2003.  Lunch checks for $7.30 should 
be made out to Treasurer, Commonwealth of Virginia.  Thank you! 
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National Family Caregiver Support Program Training 
Tuesday, October 21, 2003 

9:30 A.M. 
VDA Conference Room 

Preston Building 
1600 Forest Avenue 

Richmond, VA 23229 
 

 
Name:  _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Agency:  ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Contact Information: 
 
Phone:  ________________    FAX:  ________________  E-mail:  _______________ 
 
 
 
Lunch Order:  $7.30 per lunch 
 
Select One Entrée: 
 
_____  The Café Club – turkey breast, black forest ham, bacon, swiss and American 
cheeses. 
 
_____  The Ratcliffe – honey ham, smoked turkey, swiss cheese, lettuce, tomato and 
mayo 
 
_____  Veggie Wrap – combination of fresh veggies, including sweet peppers, 
mushrooms, cucumber, shredded cheeses and ranch dressing 
 
Select one drink: 
 
Diet Coke  _____  Coke  _____  Sprite  _____  Water  _____ 
 
A selection of sides and desserts will be offered. 
 
Please make checks payable to Treasurer, Commonwealth of Virginia and send with 
this form to Ellen Nau, Virginia Department for the Aging, 1600 Forest Avenue, 
Richmond, VA 23229. 



COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 
Department for the Aging 
Jay W. DeBoer, J.D., Commissioner 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Executive Directors 
 Area Agencies on Aging 
 
FROM: Ellen Nau, Human Services Program Coordinator 
 
DATE: September 30, 2003 
 
SUBJECT: Kinship Care 
 
Please find attached a PDF file of two articles from the RAPP Reporter, a Newsletter of 
the Brookdale Foundation Group.  The issues of caregiver support groups and children 
of prisoners living with grandparents have been discussed frequently by the Virginia 
Department for the Aging’s Kinship Care Initiative Statewide Task Force and 
Information Network.   
 
The Party Line concept to support kinship caregivers can be adapted to other caregiver 
support groups.  It seems particularly useful for caregivers living in rural areas and to 
caregivers whose responsibilities make it difficult for them to leave home to attend 
meetings.  A successful telephone caregiver support program is being conducted by 
Senior Connections, The Capital Area Agency on Aging.  For information contact Linda 
Barnhart at clbarnhart@youraaa.org.   
 
The Kinship Care Initiative Statewide Task Force and Information Network has 
recognized the unique needs of the children of prisoners being raised by relatives. 
Task Force member Dr. Barbara Myers of the Virginia Commonwealth University 
Department of Pyschology is very experienced in this area.  For four summers at the All 
God’s Children Camps sponsored by the United Methodist Church, Ms. Myers 
conducted a successful mentoring program for the children of incarcerated mothers. 
Ms. Myers can be contacted at bmyers@vcu.edu. 
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